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Curriculum Vitae  
Espinosa Arango is Associate Professor of Social and Cultural Anthropology at the 
Department of Anthropology, Universidad de Los Andes (Bogotá, Colombia). She is Ph.D. 
(degree with honors) from the University of Massachusetts (Amherst, USA); M.A. (degree with 
honors) from the University of Florida (Gainesville, USA), and B.A. (degree with honors) from 
Universidad Nacional de Colombia. She was recipient of Fulbright and Silvia Forman 
Fellowships.   She is currently the Director of the Graduate School at the College of Social 
Sciences, Uniandes.  
 
Espinosa works on political and environmental anthropology.  She has done extensive 
ethnographic and ethnohistorical research in the Colombian Amazonia (Middle Caquetá 
River and Amazon River) and the southwestern Andes (Cauca and south of Tolima, Saldaña 
River Basin) with Andoque, Cocama, and Pijao indigenous peoples. She is the author one of 
the most well-known studies on the indigenous leader Manuel Quintín Lame (1883-1963).   
Her book, La civilización montés: la visión india y el trasegar de Manuel Quintín Lame en 
Colombia (Uniandes, 2009), was the recipient of the 3rd place, LASA´s Monserrat Ordoñez 
Award (2010), and “Mención de Honor” in Social Sciences from the Fundación Alejandro 
Ángel Escobar (2010).  She was Associate Editor of Anthropology of the Latin American 
Research Review (LARR) from 2016 to 2020. 
 
Espinosa has studied the forging of indigenous political subjectivities in the Amazon and the 
Andes, as well the transformation of indigeneity after the 1991 constitutional change and the 
multicultural turn in Colombia. Her approach has privileged the point of view of indigenous 
intellectuals, sages, artists, and women leaders, and has focused on the spatial and temporal 
dimensions of social memory, practical knowledges, cultural politics, and political 
participation. Currently, Espinosa works on the experimental field of anthropology of life; she 
combines a political ecology of life with landscape biography, weather-world 
phenomenology, and multispecies ethnography.  She is a senior member of the 
transdisciplinary research group Ecological History and Social Memory based on Uniandes.  
Her research is oriented to analyzing multi-scalar sociopolitical and environmental tensions 
surrounding State intervention and environmental and territorial policies in the Volcanic 
Complex Doña Juana (Nariño). She works on a critical perspective of disaster risk reduction 
based on an ecopolitics of care.  She also keeps ongoing research on Manuel Quintín Lame´s 
utopia and universality from below.  Recently, she has joined Misak intellectual Julio Cesar 
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Tunubalá in his research on traditional midwifery, reproductive health and territorial 
harmony, following his own interpretation of cosmopolitics.   
 
Espinosa strongly advocates the importance of horizontal dialogues between scientific 
knowledges and local/vernacular knowledges, as well as multidisciplinary and systemic 
approaches to vulnerability and disaster risk reduction.   
 
She is the author of the following books: 

• Espinosa M, Alex Betancourt. (2014) El poder en plural. Entre la antropología y la 
teoría política. Ediciones Uniandes. (ISBN 978-958-774-040-0). 

• Espinosa M. (2009) La civilización montés: la visión india y el trasegar de Manuel 
Quintín Lame en Colombia.  Ediciones Uniandes. (ISBN 978-958-695-458-7). 

• Espinosa M. (1995) Convivencia y poder político entre los Andoques del Amazonas. 
Editorial Universidad Nacional. (ISBN 958-17-0163-X). 

 
Latest articles and book chapters:  

• Espinosa Arango ML. 2022. Democracy against the grain: indigenous politics in 
Colombia’s southwest Andes. Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies, DOI: 
10.1080/17442222.2022.2109381 

• Espinosa Arango ML y Diana Prieto. 2022. “Entre el tiempo de páramo y la atmósfera 
del posconflicto en Colombia: una antropología de la vida en el volcán-páramo Doña 
Juana (Nariño)”. En JM Dabezies y A Arregui eds. Vitalidades: etnografías en los 
límites de lo humano.  Madrid: Nola Editores. (ISBN978-84-18164-15-6) 

• Pardo, Natalia, ML Espinosa, C. González Arango, M.A. Cabrera, S. Salazar, S. Archila, 
N.Palacios, D. Prieto, R. Camacho, L. Parra-Agudelo (2021) Worlding resilience in the 
Doña Juana Volcano-Páramo, Northern Andes (Colombia): A transdisciplinary 
view. Natural Hazards (ISSN: 1573-0840).  

• Espinosa A., M.L. (2021) Missing the political: a southern critique of political ontology. 
Anthropological Theory (ISNN 1463-4996) Reino Unido.  

• Espinosa Arango ML. (2021) “De ríos y memorias”. En: Río Magdalena Territorios 
Posibles  pp. 63-91. Banco de la República. (ISBN 978-958-664-432-7). 

• Archila S, Juan Pablo Ospina, Saúl Torres, Mónica Espinosa, Ana María Groot. (2021). 
“Lifeworlds, Biota and Mineral Resources in the Checua River Valley, Colombia (9500 
cal BP- 1500 AD)”.  En: M. Bonomo y S. Archila, eds. South American Contributions to 
World Archaeology. (ISBN 978-3-030-73997-3) 

 


